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Friday 26th April
Newsletter – April 2024
Welcome back to the summer term at Wren Park 
We hope you all enjoyed the Easter break. We have had a fantastic first couple of weeks back with lots of brilliant learning and cooperation. It has been lovely hearing about Easter, Eid or Vaisakhi celebrations during the holiday; the children have told us all how much they have enjoyed themselves celebrating with family and friends. Last Monday we had a whole school assembly where some of the older children spoke to us all about their holiday and the ways in which they celebrated their religious festivals which was lovely to listen to. Thank you to all of those who stood up in assembly to share their celebrations with the whole school. 
Highlights from last term
We had such a short but busy spring term. Hopefully you will have had a read the latest edition of  Wren Newspaper to find out what the children have been up to in their classes. A few of our highlights were the visit from poet Andy Tooze which meant the children emersed themselves in poetry for the day and had fun writing their own poems; Year 3 had their visit to Cresswell Crags and learned all about the Stone Age; Year 5 had their Smashing Saxons Day and some of Year 5’s have also started their visits to Derby Heights, carrying on from the Year 6s – some of the activities with the residents have included parachute games and making chocolate. 
We plan for more of the children will get to go to Derby Heights this term and continue to build connections with the staff and residents. 
Last term we also enjoyed some fundraising activities. Thank you very much to the parents who baked cakes for the Mother’s Day bake sale, which raised £431.47 for our PTA funds and then some children baked again the following week for a Comic Relief sale, along with dressing up in red which meant we raised a whopping £856.53. Thank you very much for all your donations and for buying cakes to support these great causes. 
Year 6 SATs
Year 6 SATs take place the week beginning 13th May. The children have been working really hard in their classes and showing great ambition and resilience in their learning. 
We know that at this time the children may become anxious but there really is no need to worry. If we can tell the children anything, we want them to hear this:
We know you are all amazing, you all have many different talents and we are proud of all the effort you have put into each day at Wren Park. There are some fantastic athletes, artists, musicians, there are children who are passionate about the environment, who care for others and want to make a difference. All of you are unique and have different hobbies, qualities and interests that make you special. When it comes to SATs week, all we want you to do is to come in, smile, try your best and continue to be you. 
Having said that it is an important week and we would like parents to provide encouragement and reassurance. It is essential that children do take part in these statutory tests so please do avoid taking any time off during the week unless your child is particularly unwell.
Y2 SATS and other year group tests
As part of our ongoing assessment of the children’s learning and progress the children throughout school take part in termly tests (EYFS ongoing assessment). You may have heard in the media about Year 2 not having SATs. This is not actually the case as the children will still be doing the tests but the main difference is that the results do not get reported to the DfE.
New Wren Park Website –Launch Day 10th May
We have been working hard behind the scenes on developing a new school website. We think this is a big improvement over the current one and will be much more user friendly for parents with it being easier to find information. We are putting a few final touches to it before going live on May 10th. Please do try to visit the website on Launch Day to familiarise yourself with it. It will be a lot easier for us to keep current as we will have more editing functions than the current site. www.wrenpark.derby.sch.uk
RSE 
Our Relationship and sex education (RSE) curriculum is delivered using the Jigsaw PSHE Scheme and has been developed in line with our policy. Children will be taught the RSE curriculum next half term. The policy is available to view on our school website, which will explain what is taught in each year group. Parents, you do have the right to withdraw your child from the RSE lessons but not from the statutory Science curriculum. If you have any questions about the RSE curriculum please speak to your child’s class teacher.
Key Dates for the summer term
· Wednesday 1st May – PTA Chocolate Bingo Night (KS1 6-7pm, KS2 7:15-8:15pm)
· 1st and 2nd May – Year 5 Bikeability 
· 13th-16th May – Year 6 SATS week
· 13th-14th May – Year 4 Residential to Lea Green
· 21st May –TTRS-Dress as a Rock Star day
· Friday 24th May – Break up for Half Term
· Monday 3rd June – INSET Day 
· 4th June – Children return to school 
· 4th-14th June – Year 4 Times Tables Checks
· 10th-12th June – Year 6 Residential to Manor Adventure
· 10th-14th June – Year 1 Phonics Checks
· Wednesday 12th June – Y2 Trip
· Friday 5th July – Summer Fair 3:45-5:00pm
· 11th July – Sports Day
· 23rd July – End of Term

There may be some additional year group specific dates which will be shared in due course.


Assembly Themes
We try to maintain a varied and interesting assembly calendar. It is an opportunity to introduce social, moral, spiritual and cultural themes. Recent assemblies have covered work of the NSPCC, Eid, Easter and Vaisakhi and Chinese New Year. It is always interesting to involve the children’s own experiences within assembly and an opportunity to celebrate our diversity. I would like to thank those children who have participated in these sharing their experiences, faith and culture with the school. In addition, our Picture News class assemblies cover a range of topical events and themes as well as embedding our school values, British Values and an appreciation of Protected Characteristics and the expectation that children aim to be kind to each other. 
Reminders 
Please can you check that your child’s clothing has names in as we end up with a lot of lost property without names in which makes it hard to get it back to the right person. This is particularly important now we are moving into summer term and children take off their jumpers and coats at the first sign of sunshine!
As the weather at this time of year can be very mixed, please continue to send the children to school with coats and filled water bottles.  As it warms up, please also put sunscreen on your child and remember sunhats to help keep everyone sun safe.
Start and End of the Day
We know it is exceptionally busy on Jackson Avenue please do park and drive courteously, frustration with drop off and collection can sometimes spill over into a situation which can escalate and put children at risk as well as causing distress to others.
Please supervise your child and do not let them play in the carpark or run in between the cars.
IMPORTANT NOTICE- School Meal Price Increase
From next 4th June 2024 there will be an increase in the cost of a paid school meal. The new price will be £3.10 a day. Wherever possible it would be helpful to make payment in advance either half termly or weekly. Although we still allow flexible arrangements the fewer transactions made the better it is for school, help us if you can but we appreciate this is down to your preference at this point.
Car Park
Please remember that we do not allow parents to use the school car park for drop off or pick-up. We only allow it to be used for collection and drop off in the event of pupil illness are appointments throughout the day.
No Dogs please
Just a reminder not to bring your dogs on site and be considerate to others around the school gate as some children may be a little anxious.
Up and on it in summer term please!
School starts at 9am. Please can you ensure the children are through the school gates before 9am. The gates close at 9 but there are still many children arriving late and entering through the office. 

Rock Steady Music Concert
A big thank-you to the band members who performed at the Rock Steady Concert to parents this week. It was great to see children performing with such confidence and it was lovely that so many parents were able to attend this. Rock n Roll Wren Park!
On the theme of Rock We will be re-launching our Times Tables Rock Stars learning platform- to celebrate the day children will be encouraged to dress up as a rock star. Please see additional information further in the newsletter.
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A message from Miss Ralph and Mrs. Rayner,
On Tuesday 21st May, we are going to re-launch the Times Tables Rockstars (TTRS) learning platform. The children are encouraged to dress up as a rockstar for a voluntary donation of 50p. On the day, we will be speaking with the children about various competitions and challenges involving times tables and number skills. There will be prizes available for competition winners and the best dressed rockstars as well as prizes for children who have worked hard during the term to improve their times tables recall speed.
NumBots – launch
We are also excited to launch NumBots, which is aimed at our younger children in school. This service is available to support your child’s addition and subtraction skills from the company who provides Times Tables Rock Stars. 
Game Types
1. Story Mode – the emphasis is on learning the ideas and concepts behind addition and subtraction so it features more diagrams, shapes and question styles.
2. Challenge Mode – the emphasis is more on speed of recall of key facts, like number bonds to 10, doubling small numbers or adding & taking away in your head.
Logging in
On the day, all children will be provided with a username and password. Their login details for TTRS and NumBots are the same so they can use both platforms if this is appropriate. You can either download the app onto a device or login on the websites:
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://play.numbots.com/

If you have any issues with logging in, please contact your child’s class teacher. 
Little and often
We recommend that children play for short bursts of around 5 minutes, 4-5 times per week where possible. Well done to those children who already use the TTRS platform regularly – keep up the great work! 
We can’t wait to see the children dressed up and ready to improve their number skills!



[image: ]Wren Park Primary School 
Jackson Avenue, Mickleover, Derby, DE3 9AY
Telephone: 01332 512732  Email: admin@wrenpark.derby.sch.uk
www.wrenpark.derby.sch.uk

	
	
	



image1.png




image2.jpeg
NUM3OIS





image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg
RESPECTFUL ~ AMBITIOUS RESILIENT




